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'Office Action Summary 



— „ the cover sheet with the eonespondence address - 

Z^MAIUNG DATE of this comnuinicaton appears on the cove 

1 MONTH(S) FROM 



TshobSd statutoby period for reply is set to expire 

TOE SaSo DATE OF TOIS COMMUNICATION. 



•HE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUmCATlON- ^ ^ ,^ ^ay a reply be timely filed 

'''Tefsfxle) MO^HS^^^^^^^^^^^ within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

. , C«'od tor reply specified above is less than th.rty ,30, days. ^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^.^^ 

.^ptS^rr^ specified above, the ma.imum statutory period w^^^^ 

■ ^"LTn^rpXtlefra^renrSee 37 CFR 1.704(b,. 

Responsive to communic3tion(s) filed on AtovJ^2000_ 

. . ciMAi 2b)K This action is non-final. 

2a)D This action .s FINAL. ^ prosecution as to the merits is 



Disposition of Claims 

4)K Clainn(s) i:9_ 



4a) Of the above, clainn(s) 

5) D Claim (s) 

6) n Claim(s) 

?)□ Claim (s) 

8)K Claims ■ 



is/are pending in the application. 
_ Is/are v^ithdraw/n from consideration. 

is/are allov>/ed. 

is/are rejected. 



is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 
9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

is: alD approved b)D disapproved. 



10)D The drawing(s) filed on 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C.§ 119 H«im for foreiqn priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(aHd). 

1 3) D Acknov^ledgement is made of a claim for foreign prior xy 

a)D All wD Some* c)D None of: 

. . □ certified copies of the priority documents have been rece.v^. 

2. □ certified copies of the priority documents have '^ZL^eZce^^^^ m thil^^^^^^ 

3. □ copies Of the -ti.^^^^^^^^^^ . 
•see the attached oS for a list of the certified -ies "ot receiv ■ 

U)D ACnowiedgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e). 



Attachment(s) 

15) □ Notice of References Cited (FTO-892) 

16) □ Notice of Oraftspe^on-e P«eT. Drawing Review (PT0.948) 

17) □ info^natton Disclosure S^e^nfls) (PT0.m9) P»per No(s).^ 

U S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



18) □ interview Summar/ (PTO-413) Paper Nols). 

1 9) □ Notice of Irrformal Patent Applicatbn (PTO-1 52 J 

20) 0 O^*^^- 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restriction 

, ™. appUca^on contains Cain., directed to the following patentable disUnct species of the 

claimed invention: 

Species I, claims 2, 4, 5 (fig. 2) drawn to method for forming a STI; 
Species n, claims 3. 6-9 (fig. 3) drawn to method tor forming a STI. 

2 Applicant is re,uired under 35 U.S.C. 12Uo elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecnUononthemeritstowhichtheclaimsshallberestrictedif no generic claimisfin^ly held 

to be allowable. Currently, claim 1 is generic. 

3 Applicant is advised that a reply to this re,uirement must include an identification of the 
,eciestha.ise,ec.edconsonantwithtHsre,uiremen,a„dalisth,gofallclaimsreadable*^^^^^^ 
>ncludinganyclahnssubse,uent,added.Anar^ent.hataclah„isa.lowableorthatallcl.ms 

are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

4 Upontheallowanceofagenericclaim.applican.willbeentiUedtoconsiderationofc.aims 

toadditionalspecieswhicharewrittenindependentformorotberwiseincludeallthelimitations 

„fanaUowedgenericc.aimasprovidedby37CFR...41.1fclaimsareaddedaf.er.heele«io.. 

applicant mustindicatewhicharereadableuponthe elected species. MPEP§809.02(a, 

5 Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are no. patentably distinct, 
applicant shouldsubmitevidence or identi^suchevidencenowof record showingthespeciesto 
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be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

6. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

7. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(1). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jack Chen whose telephone number is (703) 308-5838. 

Jack Chen 



September 21, 2001 
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